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Curriculum vitae

Date Prepared: February 13, 2024
Name: Tammy C. Leonard
Office Address: 5323 Harry Hines Blvd.

ATTN: E05506.G
Dallas, TX 75235

Work Phone: 214/648-3155
Work E-Mail: Tammy.Leonard@UTSouthwestern.edu

Education

Year Degree
(Honors)

Field of Study
(Thesis advisor for PhDs)

Institution

2001 B.S. (Magna
Cum Laude)

Chemical Engineering Texas A&M University

2007 M.S. Economics University of Texas at Dallas
2009 Ph.D. Economics (Dr. Jim Murdoch) University of Texas at Dallas

Postdoctoral Training

Year(s) Titles Specialty/Discipline
(Lab PI for postdoc research)

Institution

Current Licensure and Certification

Licensure

Board and Other Certification

Honors and Awards

Year Name of Honor/Award Awarding Organization
2019-present Research Fellow Collaborative on Hunger and Poverty

2017-2019 Research Fellow Texas Hunger Initiative

2017 Best Poster Award Interdisciplinary Association for Population
Health Science

2014 Outstanding Teacher Award School of Economic Political and Policy
Sciences (University of Dallas; Irving, TX)

mailto:Tammy.Leonard@UTSouthwestern.edu
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2014 Provost’s Award for Faculty
Excellence in Undergraduate
Research Mentoring (nominee)

University of Texas at Dallas (Richardson, TX)

Faculty Academic Appointments

Year(s) Academic Title Department Academic Institution
2023-present Professor (tenured) Peter O’Donnell Jr.

School of Public Health
(Health Economics and
Policy)

University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School (Dallas, TX)

2023-present Member Population Science &
Cancer Control

Harold C. Simmons Comprehensive
Cancer Center

2021-2023 Professor Economics Department University of Dallas (Irving, TX)
2019-2021 Associate Professor

(tenured)
Economics Department University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2016-2017 Associate Professor Economics Department University of Dallas (Irving, TX)
2014-2016 Affiliate Assistant

Professor
Economics Department University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2012-2023 Adjunct Department of Population
and Data Sciences

University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School (Dallas, TX)

2017-2019 Associate Professor Economics Department University of North Texas (Denton,
TX)

2017-2019 Assistant Director Economics Research
Group

University of North Texas (Denton,
TX)

2012-2014 Sr. Lecturer Economics Program University of Texas at Dallas
(Richardson, TX)

2009-2012 Research Assistant
Professor

Economics Program University of Texas at Dallas
(Richardson, TX)

Appointments at Hospitals/Affiliated Institutions

Past
Year(s) Position Title Department/Division Institution

Current
Year(s) Position Title Department/Division Institution
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Other Professional Positions

Year(s) Position Title Institution
2000-2004 Engineer BP (Texas City, TX)
2001-2002 Faculty Member Mount Carmel High School

(Benque Viejo, Belize, C.A.)
Fall 2011 Scholar in Residence (Community Development

Division)
Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
(Dallas, TX)

2008-2009 Research Intern (Division of Insurance and
Research)

Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation (FDIC) (Dallas, TX)

1999 Engineering Intern Dow Chemical Company
(Freeport, TX)

1997 Engineering Intern Minnesota Mining &
Manufacturing (3M) (Brownwood,
TX)

2011-2012 Consultant for establishing Hunger Center
(regional research center)

North Texas Food Bank

2012 Consultant for spatial analysis and mapping NIH
2015 Consultant on program evaluation studies 2M Research
2013-2019 Consultant to evaluate Dallas Women’s

Foundation economic security grants.
Texas Women’s Foundation

2019-2020 Evaluation consultant to determine economic
impact of robotic surgery

Colorectal Outcomes Research
Institute

2019-2020 Housing Insecurity Research Support HUD
2021 Methodology development for cost-of-

living index
Ludwig Institute for Shared
Economic Prosperity

Major Administrative/Leadership Positions

Year(s) Position Title Institution
2021-2023 Chair of the Economics Department University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2021-2022 Interim Provost of the Economics
Department

University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2019-2021 Chair of the Economics Department University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2016-2017 Interim Department Chair of Economics
Department

UD

2012-2014 Associate Department Head of the
Economics Program

University of Texas at Dallas (Richardson,
TX)
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Committee Service (Member, unless noted otherwise)

Year(s) Name of Committee Institution/Organization
UTSW
2023-present Faculty Compensation Equity Committee Office of the Provost
2023-present PhD Steering and Admissions Committee Peter O’Donnell Jr. School of Public

Health
2023-present Secondary Appointments Committee Peter O’Donnell Jr. School of Public

Health
2023-2024 OSPH Search Committee Peter O’Donnell Jr. School of Public

Health
2023-2024 Health Economics and Policy Search Committee Peter O’Donnell Jr. School of Public

Health

Hospital

State/Regional
2012-2014 Masters Program Selection Committee University of Texas at Dallas

(Richardson, TX)
2012-2014 Doctoral Program Selection Committee University of Texas at Dallas

(Richardson, TX)

2014-2021 Board of Directors Crossroads Community Services
2017-2021 Strategic Planning Committee Crossroads Community Services
2017 Dean’s Committee on the use of adjuncts in core

classes
University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2018 Osher Lifelong Learning Institute Faculty
(OLLI)

University of North Texas (Denton,
TX)

2018-2019 Economics Research Group (website
management)

University of North Texas (Denton,
TX)

2018-2019 Geospatial & Economic Applied Research
(GEAR) Group (Committee Leader)

University of North Texas (Denton,
TX)

2019-2020 Constantin Dean Search Committee University of Dallas (Irving, TX)
2019-2021 Faculty Compensation Committee University of Dallas (Irving, TX)
2019-2022 Undergraduate Council University of Dallas (Irving, TX)
2020 Succession Planning Committee Crossroads Community Services
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2020 Program Review and Expense Reduction Task
Force

University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2020-2021 Operations Committee Crossroads Community Services
2019-2020;
2022-2023

Economics Department Search Committee University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

2022-2022 Faculty Senate University of Dallas (Irving, TX)

National/International

Professional Societies

Dates Society Name, member
2009-present American Economic Association, member
2018-present Southern Regional Science Association
2009-present North American Regional Science Association

Committees

Fellowships

Grant Review Activities

Year(s) Name of Review Committee Organization
2020 N/A Israel Science Foundation
2017 N/A Center for Transportation, Equity,

Decisions and Dollars (C-TEDD)
2016 Geography and Spatial Sciences (GSS) Program National Science Foundation

Editorial Activities

Year(s) Journal Name
Editor/Associate Editor
2021-present Editor-in-Chief, Review of Regional Studies

Editorial Board

Ad Hoc Reviewer
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2010 Journal of Economic Behavior and Organization
2010 Urban Affairs
2011 Journal of Socio-Economics
2012-2014; 2016 American Journal of Public Health
2013 Sociological Perspectives
2013 Public Finance Review
2014 Journal of Urban Affairs
2015; 2019; 2021 Housing Policy Debate
2016 Empirical Economics
2017 Food Policy
2017 Designing Experiments for the Social Sciences, Sage Publishing, Inc. (book review)
2017; 2020;
2022-2023

Annals of Regional Science

2019 Economics and Human Biology
2019 Geographical Analysis
2019 Health & Place
2019 Journal of Maps
2019 Papers in Regional Science
2020 BMJ Open
2020 Behavioral Incentive Design for Health Policy and Economics, Cambridge

University Press (book review)
2021 Applied Economic Perspectives and Policy
2021 Economic Development Quarterly
2021 Health Economics
2021; 2022 Journal of Behavioral and Experimental Economics
2022 Applied Spatial Analysis and Policy
2022 Journal of Regional Science
2022-2023 Nature Food
2022 Osong Public Health and Research Perspectives
2022-2023 PLOS One
2022 Social Science and Medicine
2023 American Journal of Agricultural Economics
2023 Cancer Epidemiology and Biomarkers

Grant Support

Present
Grantor: American Heart Association
Title of Project: Medically tailored groceries and food resource coaching for patients of a

safety-net clinic.
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Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Multiple Principal Investigator

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$362,833; 2024-2025

Implement a resource coaching + food-as-medicine intervention in
collaboration with clinical and community partners.

Grantor: Communities Foundation of Texas North Texas Cares
Title of Project: Food to Finances
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Co-Principal Investigator

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$815,000; 2022-2026

Adapt best practice financial coaching model to food pantry setting and
integrate coaching into behavioral economics informed coordination of federal
and private food benefits.

Grantor: Center for Poverty Research & USDA Food and Nutrition Service
Title of Project: Food Security Status in Seniors over their Life Course
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Co-Principal Investigator

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$250,000; 2020-2023

Mixed method investigation of the determinants and correlates of food,
economic and housing security over the life course.

Past
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Grantor: BUILD Health Challenge
Title of Project: Advancing Community Partnerships to Increase Food Access in Southern

Dallas
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Multiple Principal Investigators

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$250,000; 2019-2022

Establish multi-sector, community-driven partnerships between food pantries,
the health department, and safety-net healthcare system; evaluate impact of
multi-sector services on food security and health outcomes.

Grantor: Carruth Fund at Communities Foundation of Texas
Title of Project: Linking Food Pantries with SNAP Benefits: The SNAP-Appointment (SNAP-A)

Program
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Principal Investigator

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$500,000; 2019-2021

Design and test a behavioral-economics motivated intervention to coordinate
the timing of food pantry and SNAP benefit receipts using a randomized
controlled trial.

Grantor: Center for Poverty Research & USDA Food and Nutrition Service
Title of Project: Aging into Medicare among a foodbank population: a longitudinal assessment

of foodbank use, food insecurity, and health
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Consultant

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$50,000; 2019-2022

Grantor: Communities Foundation of Texas
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Title of Project: Dollars for College Evaluation Consultant
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Principal Investigator

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$30,000 (direct); 2019-2020

Design evaluation strategy and implement data collection and monitoring
system for launch of the Dollars for College initiative in 2 North Texas school
districts.

Grantor: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Title of Project: A Multisector Solution to Build a Culture of Health among Food Insecure

Populations in Dallas County
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Multiple Principal Investigators

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$432,132 (direct); 2016-2019

Evaluation of an on-going natural experiment in charitable food distribution
using spatial difference-in-difference.

Grantor: University of Kentucky Center for Poverty Research/Feeding America
Title of Project: Ranking the Association between Food Insecurity and Indicators of

Population Health: Exploring Heterogeneity by Counties and States
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Multiple Principal Investigators

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$30,000 (direct); 2016-2017

Identified spatial cluster overlaps of food insecurity and health outcomes, and
examined socio-demographic correlates of cluster overlaps.
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Grantor: Community Based Research Pilot Awards
Title of Project: The Fair Park Cancer Prevention Pilot Study: A Community-Academic

Partnership Developed the North Texas Food Bank Longitudinal Client
database health and economic outcomes

Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Co-Principal Investigator

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$50,000 (direct); 2013-2015

Grantor: NIH-CTSA (U54)
Title of Project:
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Senior Personnel

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$18,000 (direct); 2012-2013

Provided spatial analysis and spatial data expertise for the development and
conduct of research projects related to cancer control and prevention.

Grantor: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Title of Project: Economic Evaluation of Built Environment Amenities for Youth Physical

Activity
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Principal Investigator

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$95,010 (direct); 2011-2013
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Grantor: NSF/SBE 0943449
Title of Project: The Impact of Stimulus Spending on Energy Efficiency in a Low Income

Dallas Neighborhood: Implications for Science Policy
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Project Field Manager

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$198,037; 2009-2011

Grantor: NSF/SES-0827350
Title of Project: Publicly Driven Investment, Neighborhood Change, and Household Behavior
Role (Principal
Investigator, Co-
Investigator):

Project Manager

Annual amount and date
(direct costs only):
Total amount of award
(if multi-year) and dates
(direct costs only):

$1,000,178; 2008-2011

Clinical Trials Activities

Present

Past

Teaching Activities

Year(s) Activity
Undergraduate Courses
Summer 2008
Spring 2015

Intermediate Microeconomics
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Fall 2015
Spring 2016
Fall 2019
Spring 2020
Fall 2020

Fall 2014 Mathematical Economics

Fall 2014 Industrial Organization

Spring 2015 Experimental Economics

Spring 2015-2016
Spring 2020-2021

Econometrics

Fall 2015
Fall 2019
Spring 2021
Fall 2022

Fundamentals of Economics

Spring 2016 Advanced Econometrics

Spring 2020
Fall 2020

Health Care Economics

Medical and graduate school didactic and small group teaching
Fall 2023 Introduction to Health System Sciences, Course director
Spring 2010-2013 ECON 6302 - Applied Macroeconomics (University of Texas at Dallas;

Richardon, Tx)
Fall 2011-2013 ECON 6309 - Econometrics (University of Texas at Dallas; Richardson, Tx)
Spring 2018-2019 ECON 5180 - Health Care Economics (University of North Texas; Denton, Tx)
Dissertation committees
present Himani Sharma, PhD Economics (mentor) (University of California-Irvine)
2019 Connor Reed, MS Geography (University of North Texas; Denton, Tx)
2018 Xia Si, PhD Economics (University of Texas at Dallas; Richardson, Tx)
2015 Caitlin McKillop, PhD Economics (University of Texas at Dallas; Richardson, Tx)
2015 Amy Hughes, PhD Geospatial Information Sciences (University of Texas at

Dallas; Richardson, Tx)

Qualifying examination committees
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Committees concerned with medical and graduate student education

Graduate student rotations

Medical student rotations

Graduate student trainees
2023 Himani Sharma (University of California, Irvine; Economics PhD (mentor))
2019 Connor Reed (University of North Texas, MS Geography (thesis committee))
2018 Xia Si (University of Texas at Dallas, PhD Economics (dissertation committee))
2015 Caitlin McKillop (University of Texas at Dallas, PhD Economics (dissertation

committee))
2015 Amy Hughes (University of Texas at Dallas, PhD Geospatial Information Systems

(dissertation committee))
Postgraduate medical education (graduate & continuing medical education)

Postdoctoral trainees

Invited Lectures

Year(s) Title Location
International
2021 House Prices in Black Neighborhoods:

Exploring Heterogeneity Across the House Price
Distribution

North American Regional Science
Conference (Denver, CO)1

2018 External Validity of Hedonic Price Estimates:
Heterogeneity in the Price Discount Associated
with having African American and Hispanic
Neighbors

North American Regional Science
Conference (San Antonio, TX)

2017 Examination of Dual Spatial Clusters of Health
and Food Insecurity Measures:  A County-level
Analysis

North American Regional Science
Conference (Vancouver, BC,
Canada)

1 Regional Science is an interdisciplinary field within economics that brings together sociologists, geographers, and economists
from around the world. Together they study regional impacts of global and national change, particularly of social or economic
nature. The North American Regional Science Conference is held in a North American country.
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2014 Heterogeneous Impacts of the US Financial
Crisis on Household Finances;Neighborhood
Effects in a Behavioral RCT

North American Regional Science
Conference (Washington, DC)

2013 Public Good Provision in Residential
Neighborhoods

North American Regional Science
Conference (Atlanta, GA)

2012 Variation in Park Amenity Valuations across
Neighborhoods

North American Regional Science
Conference (Ottowa, ON, Canada)

2011 Variation in Park Amenity Valuations across
Neighborhoods Preliminary Work

North American Regional Science
Conference (Miami, FL)

National
2023 Paying to Avoid Black Neighbors and Health:

Association between Implicit racism, other
social determinants of health, and health
outcomes

Solving Critical Problems in Cancer
Control using Spatial Science
(University of Southern California,
Los Angelas, CA)

2023 Do People Pay to Avoid Black Neighbors? Real Estate Research Symposium
(Old Dominion University, Norfolk,
VA)

2023 Do People Pay to Avoid Black Neighbors? Southern Regional Science
Association Conference (Savannah,
GA)

2022 Food Security Status in Seniors over their Life
Course (presentation led by Dr. Carla Pezzia)

University of Kentucky Poverty
Research Center (Virtual)

2022 Social, Resource, and Institution Disruptions
and the Evolving Lives of Economically
Vulnerable Oder Adults (presentation led by Dr.
Carla Pezzia)

Russel Sage Foundation: Resilience
and Recovery through the Lens of
Inequality (Virtual)

2021 House Prices in Black Neighborhoods:
Exploring Heterogeneity Across the House Price
Distribution

Southern Regional Science
Association Conference (Virtual)

2019 Food Pantry Distribution:  Understanding
Implications of Timing and Coordination of
Benefits

Together at the Table Hunger and
Poverty Summit hosted by the Texas
Hunger Initiative (Baylor University;
Waco, TX)
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2018 Economic Impact of Property Tax Abatement:
The Role of Variations in Land Values and
Supply Elasticity

W.E. Upjohn Institute’s Economic
Development Quarterly Workshop
(Upjohn Institute; Waco, TX)

2018 Food insecurity and health: Findings and
discoveries from a community academic
partnership

Together at the Table Hunger and
Poverty Summit hosted by the Texas
Hunger Initiative (Baylor University;
Waco, TX)

2017 Poster Presentation: Ripple Effects: Do the
details of food assistance delivery impact
individual health?

Interdisciplinary Association for
Population Health Science (IPAHS)
Conference (Austin, TX)

2017 Flood Hazzards Impact on Neighborhood House
Prices

Southern Regional Science
Association Conference (Memphis,
TN)

2017 Food Security and Poor Health: Predicting
Spatial Cluster Overlaps

Advancing Our Insights on the
Implications of Food Insecurity in
Communities, sponsored by Feeding
America and the Warren Buffet
Foundation (Washington, DC)

2016 Do Neighborhoods Matter Differently for
Movers and Non-Movers?

Geospatial Approaches to Cancer
Control and Population Sciences,
National Institutes of Health
(Bethesda, MD)

2016 Effect of Health Shocks on Resource
Acquisition for Food Insecure Households: A
social observatory analysis

National Science Foundation
Conference on New Data Linkages
(Washington, DC)

2016 An Appraisal-based Measure of Neighborhood
Condition—An examination of bias and
potential utility

Economics Seminar Series (North
Dakota State University; Fargo, ND)

2015 Community Assistance Research Together at the Table:  Hunger and
Poverty Summit (Waco, TX)

2015 Neighborhood Price Externalities of Foreclosure
Rehabilitation

Intent vs Impact, Evaluating
Individual- and Community-Based
Programs (Dallas Federal Reserve
Bank; Dallas, TX)
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2013 Geographic and Social Influences on Health
Behaviors—Evidence and Significance for
Randomized Controlled Trials

American Cancer Society (Atlanta,
GA)

2012 Moderator:  Neighbors, Community and Well-
being—Evidence from a Local Neighborhood

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas
Policy Forum

2012 Is Household Wealth Sustainable? An
Examination of Asset Poverty Reentry after an
Exit

Corporation for Enterprise
Development (CFED) Assets
Learning Conference (Washington,
DC)

2011 Poster Presentation: Economic Impact of Built
Environment Amenities for Child Physical
Activity

Active Living Research (San Diego,
CA)

2011 Dallas Neighborhoods and Housing Markets MacArthur Foundation: How
Housing Matters Research Network
(Chicago, IL)

2009 Social Capital and Public Goods Southern Economic Association (San
Antonio, TX)

2009 Home Appreciation, Default Risk and
Neighborhood Upkeep

Southern Economic Association (San
Antonio, TX)

2009 The Neighborhood Effects of Foreclosure Southern Regional Science
Association (San Antonio, TX)

2008 The Neighborhood Effects of Foreclosure American Real Estate and Urban
Economics Association Mid-Year
Meeting (Washington, DC)

Regional/Local
2023 Plenary Session: Research and Food Security Together at the Table Hunger and

Poverty Summit (Baylor University,
Waco, TX)

2023 Food Pantry Programming to Support Client
Pathways to Security

Together at the Table Hunger and
Poverty Summit (Baylor University,
Waco, TX)

2023 Bridging Gaps through Collaboration Cooper Institute (Dallas, TX)
2019 Behavioral Economics and Decision-Making:

How We Can Help Our Clients More
Crossroads Community Services
Lunch and Learn (Dallas, TX)

2018 Do the details of food assistance delivery impact
individual health?

Texas Hunger Initiative Dallas
Hunger Summit (Dallas, TX)
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2018 Making a Difference: Research results generated
with CCS's Dataset

Crossroads Community Services
(Dallas, TX)

2017 The Reciprocal Relationship between People
and Place in an Urban Context:  Implications for
Gentrification

Gentrification Policy Roundtable
(Dallas, TX)

2016 Financial Decision Making Tarrant County Homeless Coalition
(Fort Worth, TX)

2016 Rethinking Financial Decisions Tarrant County United Way (Fort
Worth, TX)

2016 Financial Decision Making and Behavioral
Change

Tarrant County United Way (Fort
Worth, TX)

2015 Geopolitics and Oil Prices Policy Forum Panel
Discussion

Geopolitics and Oil Prices Policy
Forum (Dallas, TX)

2015 Financial Decision Making and Behavioral
Change

Hungry for Change Summit (Fort
Worth, TX)

2015 Neighborhoods and Behavior Choices City Square Leadership Meeting
(Dallas, TX)

2012 Evaluating Built Environment Amenities from
an Economic Perspective

Sisterbration Regional Obesity
Summit (Dallas, TX)

Technological and Other Scientific Innovations

Innovation

Patent, if any, pending or awarded /If described in print/on web, provide citation

N/A

Service to the Community

Year(s) Role Organization or institution

2023 Programs Committee Crossroads Community
Services

2020-2021 Operations Committee Crossroads Community
Services
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2020 Succession Planning Committee Crossroads Community
Services

2017-2021 Strategic Planning Committee Crossroads Community
Services

2014-2021 Board of Directors Crossroads Community
Services
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