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Professional Experience  
 

Current Appointment    
July 2023 – Present Associate Professor, O’Donnell School of Public Health, University of 

Texas, Southwestern Medical Center 
Yale University 
March 2020–June 2022 Special Advisor to the Dean for Global Health Research and Initiatives, 

Yale School of Public Health.  
July 2019–February 2020 Director of Research, Global Health Leadership Initiative (GHLI), 

Department of Health Policy and Management. 
July 2019 – June 2023 Associate Research Scientist, Department of Health Policy, and 

Management. 
 

Emory University, Atlanta  
August 2019 – January 2023 Adjunct Assistant Professor, Rollins School of Public Health, Hubert 

Department of Global Health.  
August 2008 – July 2019 Lecturer, Rollins School of Public Health, Hubert Department of Global 

Health. 
 

Johns Hopkins University Baltimore 
August 2003–Oct 2004 Research Fellow Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, 

Baltimore, USA. Department of International Health, Division of Health 
Systems 

2005-2007  Consultant Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
Department of International Health, Baltimore, USA. 

 

Aga Khan University, Karachi, Pakistan 
August 1999-July 2003 Senior Instructor, Department of Community Health. Sciences, Karachi, 

Pakistan. 
Aga Khan Health Services, Pakistan.  
January – June 1999  Research Fellow, Health Promotion Resource Center, Karachi. 
Aga Khan Health Services Pakistan, Northern Areas, Gilgit-Baltistan.  
Sep-Dec 1998   Intern: Community-based Primary Health Care (PHC) Program 
 

 
Education 
2010-2018 Doctor of Philosophy, Medical Anthropology/Anthropology of Policy, 

Department of Social Anthropology, School of Social and Political Sciences, 
University of Edinburgh, Scotland, UK 

1995-1998 Master of Science, Socio-cultural Anthropology. Department of Anthropology, 
Quaid-I-Azam University, Islamabad, Pakistan  

1988-1992 Bachelor of Arts and Humanities, Majors- Economics, Sociology, and Persian. 
Punjab University, Pakistan 

 

Grant History  
 

Technical Support for the Institut National de Santé Publique du Tchad (INSP), Chad 
Co-Principal Investigator/Project Director: 2021-2024 
Last Year Funding: $900,000 (USAID/FHI360/Yale University)  



Funding renewed for 2023-2024 - $860,000 (USAID/FHI360/UTSW/Yale Universities) 
Description: Applying Behavioral and Social Science Insights, Health Communication, and Community 
Engagement for Vaccine Acceptance and Uptake (CoVCo). Mitigating the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic on routine immunization. Capacity-building of a cadre of experts within the MoH in the use of 
data for action and operational planning to reach zero-dose and under-vaccinated children. The goal is to 
develop a National Immunization Strategy towards the achievement of the WHO Immunization Agenda 
2030 – Leaving no one behind. 
 

Child Health and Mortality Prevention Surveillance (CHAMPS) sites in Karachi, Pakistan 
Co-Investigator Yale University: 2022-2024 
Funding: $1,891,385 (Emory University - Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation) 
Description: Establish a CHAMPS surveillance site in Karachi, Pakistan. Community-based surveillance via 
Minimally Invasive Tissue Sampling (MITS) for under-five children.  
 

Comprehensive Profiling of Social Mixing Patterns in Resource-Poor Countries 
Co-Investigator: 2019-2024 
1R01HD097175 – NICHD (NIH) 
Funding Level: $2,650,665 
Description: Collect and analyze contact data, in both rural and urban settings, in Guatemala, Pakistan, 
India, and Mozambique to better parameterize infectious disease models, and thus evaluate infectious 
disease interventions. 
 

Comprehensively Profiling Social Mixing Patterns in Workplace Settings to Model Pandemic Influenza 
Transmission 
Co-Investigator: 2019-2023 
1U01CK000572-01-00 – CDC 
Funding Level: $698,955 
Description: Collect and analyze contact data, in four large companies in the United States, to better 
parameterize infectious disease models, and thus assess the effectiveness of various workplace social 
distancing strategies in reducing or slowing the transmission of pandemic influenza. 
 

Comprehensively Profiling Social Mixing Patterns in Workplace Settings to Model Pandemic Influenza 
Transmission – Supplement HCW 
Co-Investigator: 2020-2023 
1U01CK000572-01-00 – CDC 
Funding Level: $550,000 
Description: Collect and analyze contact data, in healthcare settings in the United States, to better 
parameterize infectious disease models, and thus assess the effectiveness of various healthcare workplace 
social distancing strategies in reducing or slowing the transmission of pandemic influenza. 
 

AFIX-OB: A Customizable Quality Improvement Intervention to Increase Maternal Vaccine Uptake 
Co-Investigator: 2019-2023 
1U01IP001110-01 – NCIRD (CDC) 
Funding Level: $995,150 
Description: A trial to evaluate AFIX-OB, a systematic, customizable model to deliver evidence-based 
quality improvement interventions to enhance maternal immunization delivery in the obstetric care setting. 
Technical Support for the Institut National de Santé Publique du Tchad (INSP), Chad 
Co-Investigator/Project Director: 2021 
Funding: $136,000 (USAID/FHI360) 
Description: Support the Chadian Ministry of Health in developing pandemic response focusing on areas 
such as surveillance and contact tracing, lab capacity development, and vaccine acceptance and uptake.  
 

COVID-19 Burial Site Surveillance to Measure Excess Mortality-Pakistan 



Co-Investigator: 2021-2022 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
Funding Level: $1,099,535 
Description: To use burial ground surveillance to accurately estimate access mortality due to COVID-19. 
 

TweenVax: A comprehensive practice-, provider-, and parent/patient-level intervention to improve 
adolescent HPV vaccination. 
mPI (Yale): 2020-2024 
Project Number: CA234119-01A1 - Emory University(National Cancer Institute/NIH/DHHS) 
Funding Level: $138,273 
Description: Conducted a three-arm trial, to assess the efficacy of a vaccine intervention package as a whole 
and provide the means to determine the efficacy of individual components (e.g., practice-/provider-level 
components independent of patient/parent/level components). 
 

Behavioral Insights – Landscape and Technical Expertise 
Co-Investigator: 2019-2022 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation INV-001288 
Funding Level: $565,007 
Description: This project aims to synthesize the evidence on what behavioral interventions we know work 
and what could work to increase equitable vaccine coverage in low- and middle-income countries. We will 
consider evidence from behavioral insights both inside the vaccine field and in other fields to be able to 
inform interventions at all levels of the vaccine delivery process. 
 

Community-Based RSV Mortality study in Karachi, Pakistan. 
Co-Investigator: 2019-2021 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (INV-003373) 
Funding Level: $781,411.99 
Description: Setting up a community-based surveillance system to assess and analyze the burden and 
determinants of RSV mortality in infants in the urban areas of Karachi, Pakistan. 
 

Ethical Considerations for a Single-Dose HPV Vaccine Regimen 
Co-Investigator: 2019-2020 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation INV-003103 
Funding Level: $100,000 
Description: Outline ethical and policy considerations for differing HPV vaccine regimens in low- and 
middle-income countries versus high-income countries. 
 

A Comprehensive Pre-Natal Intervention to Increase Vaccine Coverage 
Co-Investigator: 2014-2019 
R01AI110482 - National Institutes of Health  
Funding Level: $ 3,989,938 
Description: A study to develop and evaluate an intervention to improve vaccination coverage for pregnant 
women and their children. 
 

A Comprehensive Pre-Natal Intervention to Increase Vaccine Coverage (Minority Supplement) 
R01AI110482-03S1 - National Institute of Health  
Co-Investigator:  2017-2019 
Funding Level: $18,553 
Description: Develop and evaluate a generalizable intervention package to improve maternal and childhood 
immunization coverage and decrease vaccine hesitancy for infant vaccines.  
Includes a Minority Supplement for Andrea Carcelen at Johns Hopkins University.  
 

 
Creating Evidence Base for Determinants of Maternal Immunization Acceptance. 



Co-Investigator: 2015-2018 
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (OPP1120377) 
Funding Level: $998,300 
Description: This project aimed to create an evidence base for determinants of maternal immunization 
acceptance to inform future maternal vaccine demand creation strategies. 
 

Message Framing Effects on Influenza Vaccination among Pregnant Minority Women 
Co-Investigator: 2011-2012 
The Emory Preparedness and Emergency Response Center 
Funding Level: $20,000 
Description: Tested “gain-framed” vs. “loss-framed” messages to promote influenza vaccination among 
racial and ethnic minority pregnant women. 
 

Karachi Invasive Pneumococcal Disease Surveillance Project 
Consultant: 2008 - 2010 
Program for Appropriate Technology in Health (PATH) 
Funding Level: $1,274,000 
Description: Established a field site for conducting effectiveness or efficacy trials of vaccines for the 
prevention of Pneumonia infections. 
 

Pneumo ADIP AFSD Phase 1 
Consultant: 2005 
Funding Level: $358,000 
Description: Field site development for a pneumococcal vaccine trial.  
  
Unpaid Co-Investigator on a few Pakistan-based Projects:  

• Community-based RSV Mortality Surveillance in Infants: Minimally Invasive Tissue Sampling 
(MITs) in Karachi, funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.  

• Another project studied the perceptions and barriers of childhood vaccination amongst healthcare 
workers and caregivers at a peri-urban site in Karachi. This project also explored the role of mobile 
health-based interventions and social media in improving childhood immunization during COVID-
19. Funded by Sabin Vaccine Institute initiative called Investigate COVID-19 Misinformation, 
Design Solutions to Increase Vaccine Acceptance. 

 

Invited Speaking Engagements, Presentations, Symposia & Workshops International/National 
1. Designed and implemented a series of trainings on qualitative data collection and psychometric 

testing through cognitive interviews for Profiling Social Mixing Patterns in Corporate Workplace 
Settings in the US and for Profiling Social Mixing Patterns in Resource-Poor Countries during the 
COVID-19 pandemic for a modeling study – participating countries are Mozambique, Guatemala, 
India, and Pakistan. Yale University, 2020-2023.  

2. Designed and conducted a series of trainings on collecting and analyzing data through 
ethnographic methods informing the design of implementation procedures for the collection of 
nasopharyngeal specimens through MITs of lungs/thorax from the recently deceased infants within 
a community-based setting for RSV surveillance. Aga Khan University /Emory University 2017-
2022. 

3. Designed and conducted a series of trainings on multi-tiered qualitative data collection methods 
for several projects based on the P3+ modal (a comprehensive practice-, provider-, and 
parent/patient-level intervention) that looked at improving maternal vaccine uptake and improving 
adolescent HPV vaccination. Emory University/Yale University - 2016-2023. 

4. Designed and conducted training on Rapid Analysis Techniques for qualitative data to synthesize 
the evidence on behavioral interventions best suited to increase equitable vaccine coverage in low- 



and middle-income countries and ethical and policy considerations for differing HPV vaccine 
regimens in low- and middle-income countries versus high-income countries. Yale University 2020. 

5. Developed and conducted a series of trainings on implementing community-based monitoring 
and evaluation tools incorporated within everyday practices of healthcare workers in Pakistan. 
2017-present.   

6. Designed and facilitated training workshops on grief counseling and mental health first aid for 
mortality surveillance studies – services provided to both study participants and project staff. 2018  

7. Designed, and conducted a series of qualitative and participatory research methods training for 
motivational interviewing and advocacy. 2017. 

8. Developed and facilitated a series of training workshops on qualitative research methods, 
implementation of project tools, particularly the use of participatory approach in research, and 
monitoring and evaluation for frontline field workers in Kenya. 2016 - 2018  

9. Trained Organized and co-facilitated a training workshop on participatory reflection and analysis 
(PRA), in November 2001 

10. Organized, designed, and co-facilitated an orientation workshop for an Action Research Project 
called “Towards Engendering Health Care System: Adapting the Training Modules in 
Reproductive Health (ATM). August 10-11, 2001, Community Health Sciences, The Aga Khan 
University, Karachi, Pakistan.  

11. Participated in a workshop on ethical issues in health research in developing countries. July 22-
27, 2001. The Aga Khan University, in collaboration with the Harvard School of Public Health, 
Pakistan Medical Research Council, and Indian Council for Medical Research, was organized in 
Karachi, Pakistan. 

12. The Diseases of Most Impoverished (DOMI) Program: Shigella workshop, November 6-11, 
2000, Bangkok, Thailand. Represented CHS and Pediatric departments of the Aga Khan 
University and contributed towards the finalization of research protocols for the two-year social 
sciences component of the Shigella disease burden study, conducted in seven countries by the 
International Vaccination Institute (IVI, Korea). 

13. The Millennium Connection: participated in a conference on Shaping Profound Societal Change, 
organized by the Institute of Cultural Affairs (ICA). August 2000. Denver University, Colorado, 
USA. 

14. South Asia Regional Training Program: Community-based Social Development Course – 
January-February 2000/2001, CHS-AKU. Contributed as a resource person. The course focused 
on concepts and issues of social development, gender, and the participatory methodology essential 
for people-centered development. 

15. Participated in Human Development Program Planning Workshop – October 1999. Karachi 
and Northern Areas of Pakistan. An international level effort to understand the dynamics of early 
childhood development through sharing experiences and research done by other ECD programs 
around the world. Field visits explored the planning and implementation possibilities in diverse 
communities in Pakistan.  

16. Experiential workshop on Theater for Development in Health – 2000: Conducted and 
facilitated this seven-day workshop with primary school children from the School Nutrition Project 
in rural Umarkot, Sindh, Pakistan. 

17. Theater for Development - August 1999: Participated in this “Training of Trainers” workshop, 
organized by SCF (UK)-Karachi, Pakistan, introducing a participatory method that is drawn from 
theater and development and is used as a strategy for communication, advocacy, mobilization, life 
skills, research and analysis in different development projects including rights, health, and 
education. 

18. Gender Analysis - 1999: training workshop organized by The Aga Khan University for an Afghan 
NGO, Charter for Humanitarian Assistance, working on education, health, and income generation 
programs in Afghanistan. The workshop helped participants analyze the gender sensitivity of their 



programs and develop an action plan for incorporating more female managers in their daily 
functions. 1999, Peshawar, Pakistan. 

 

Professional Organizations  
American Anthropological Association (AAA) 
2010-present Member 
International AIDS Society (IAS) 
2010-present Member 
University Committees 
2019-2023 Affiliate, Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS (CIRA), Yale University 
2019- 2023 Affiliate, Yale Institute of Global Health (YIGH) 
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