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	Lauren.Sankary@UTSouthwestern.edu

	Place of Birth:
	Berkeley, CA


Education

	Year
	Degree

(Honors)
	Field of Study

(Thesis advisor for PhDs)
	Institution

	2014 – 2017
	Juris Doctor
	Health Law
	Case Western Reserve University School of Law

	2015 – 2017
	Master of Arts 
	Bioethics
	Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine

	2009 – 2012
	Bachelor of Arts
	Rhetoric
	University of California, Berkeley


Postdoctoral Training 
	Year(s)
	Titles
	Specialty/Discipline

(Lab PI for postdoc research)
	Institution

	2017 – 2020
	Postdoctoral Research Fellow
	F32 Postdoctoral Research Fellowship funded by National Institutes of Health (NIH) BRAIN Initiative
	Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH



Faculty Academic Appointments
	Year(s)
	Academic Title
	Department
	Academic Institution

	2025 – Present
	Assistant Professor
	Neurological Surgery
	UT Southwestern

	2020 – 2025 
	Assistant Professor
	Bioethics
	Case Western Reserve University and Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine

	2019 – 2023 
	Adjunct Professor
	Bioethics
	Columbia University School of Professional Studies


Current Licensure and Certification
Board and Other Certification

Healthcare Ethics Consultant-Certified (HEC-C) - 2022
Honors and Awards

	Year
	Name of Honor/Award
	Awarding Organization

	2024
	Neurological Institute Leadership Diversity and Development Award
	Cleveland Clinic

	2023
	Lerner Research Institute Career Development Award
	Cleveland Clinic

	2023
	Women’s Professional Staff Association Representative
	Cleveland Clinic

	2017
	Richard A. and Brandon S. Collier Award for Outstanding Achievement in the Law-Medicine Curriculum
	Case Western Reserve University School of Law

	2014 – 2017 
	Gerber Law-Medicine Fellow, Academic merit-based 3-year scholarship and research stipend
	Case Western Reserve University School of Law


Appointments at Hospitals/Affiliated Institutions
	Past

	Year(s)
	Position Title
	Department/Division
	Institution

	2020 – 2025
	Associate Director, Neuroethics Program
	Neurological Institute
	Cleveland Clinic

	2020 – 2025
	Associate Staff Clinical Ethicist
	Department of Bioethics
	Cleveland Clinic

	Current

	Year(s)
	Position Title
	Department/Division
	Institution

	2025 – Present 
	Clinical Ethicist
	Clinical Ethics
	UT Southwestern Medical Center


Major Administrative/Leadership Positions 
	Year(s)
	Position Title
	Institution

	2020 – 2025 
	Associate Director, Neuroethics Program
	Cleveland Clinic 


Committee Service (Member, unless noted otherwise)
	Year(s)
	Name of Committee
	Institution/Organization

	UTSW

	2025 – Present 
	Clements University Hospital Ethics Committee
	UT Southwestern Medical Center

	National/International

	2021 – Present 
	National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) Intramural Research Central Data and Safety Monitoring Board (DSMB)
	National Institutes of Health - NINDS

	2019 – 2025 
	Parkinson Foundation Center of Excellence Task Force
	Cleveland Clinic

	2022 – 2025 
	Case Western Reserve University Institutional Review Board
	Case Western Reserve University


Professional Societies 
	Dates
	Society Name, member

	2022 – Present
	International Society to Advance Alzheimer’s Research and Treatment 

	2018 – 2020
	American Epilepsy Society

	2016 – Present
	International Neuroethics Society

	2015 – Present
American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (Member)
	American Society for Bioethics and Humanities


Educational Activities

1.  Direct Teaching
	Date
	Course Name, Rotation or Session Topic
	Role
	Number of Instruction hours
	Primary Learner Audience (number)
	Department or Organization

	Medical and Graduate School (UME) Course Instruction, Small Group Instruction, Clinical Supervision 

	2023
	Neuroscience and Ethics, 3-Credit Graduate Level Course
	Professor
	36
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Columbia University School of Professional Studies

	2021
	Neuroscience and Ethics, 3-Credit Graduate Level Course
	Professor 
	36
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Columbia University School of Professional Studies

	2020
	Neuroscience and Ethics, 3-Credit Graduate Level Course
	Professor
	36
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Columbia University School of Professional Studies

	2020, 2023, 2024
	Neuroethics Unit of Foundations in Bioethics II, Unit of 3-Credit Graduate Level Course
	Instructor
	9-18
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine

	2019
	Neuroethics, 3-Credit Graduate Level Course
	Primary Instructor
	48
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine

	2019
	Neuroscience and Ethics, Columbia University School of Professional Studies, 05/2019-07/2019, 3-Credit Graduate Level Course
	Co-Instructor
	36
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Columbia University School of Professional Studies

	2019-2022
	Ethics Case Write-Up Curriculum
	Facilitator
	3
	Medical Students
	Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Medicine

	2018-2024
	“Ethical Issues in Implanted Device Research” – Lecture for Case Western Reserve University Graduate Level Course in Research Ethics and Regulation
	Guest Lecturer
	3
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Case Western Reserve University

	Graduate Medical Education (GME) Course Instruction, Small Group Instruction, Clinical Supervision

	2020-2022
	Ethics Case Discussions
	Facilitator
	2
	Physical medicine and rehabilitation (PMR) residents


	Cleveland Clinic

	2019
	Ethics of Deep Brain Stimulation in Psychiatry 
	Instructor
	2
	Psychiatry residents
	Cleveland Clinic

	2017 – 2024 
	Epilepsy Care and Ethics
	Instructor
	2
	Epilepsy fellows
	Cleveland Clinic

	Instructor in Continuing Medical Education (CME), Faculty Development, National Educational Symposia

	2017 – 2024 
	Epilepsy Care and Ethics, International EEG Course


	Instructor
	2
	Physicians enrolled in the international EEG Course
	Cleveland Clinic


2.  Curriculum Development
	Date
	Course Name or Curriculum Product
	Role
	Purpose
	Primary Learner Audience
	Organization or Institution

	2023-2024
	Interprofessional Training to Improve End of Life Care for LGBTQ+ Patient Populations at the Cleveland Clinic
	Project Leader
	Build communication skills to improve advance care planning and end of life care
	Healthcare Professionals
	Cleveland Clinic

	2019-2023
	Neuroscience and Ethics – Graduate Level Seminar
	Professor
	Graduate course for Bioethics Department
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Columbia University

	2019-2024
	Neuroethics – Graduate Level Seminar
	Professor
	Graduate course for Bioethics Department
	Graduate and Medical Students
	Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine


3.  Mentoring and Advising
	Date
	Mentee Name
	Mentee Level/ Program and Institution
	Role
	Mentee Outcomes, Current Position

	2023 – 2025 
	Valerie Rico
	Research Assistant
	PI/Supervisor
	Research Assistant at Cleveland Clinic

	2020 – 2025 
	Megan Zelinsky
	Research Assistant
	PI/Supervisor
	Clinical Project Manager at Cleveland Clinic, PhD Candidate

	2023
	Helen Webster
	JD-PhD Student
	Internship Director, Advisor
	JD-PhD Student, Saint Louis University

	2019-2020
	Kara Hageman
	PhD Student
	Dissertation Committee Member
	Senior Scientist, Medtronic


4.  Learner Assessment Activities or Tool Development
	Date
	Course Name or Session Topic
	Role
	Number of Evaluation Hours
	Primary Learner Audience
	Organization or Institution

	2019-2020
	Case Western Reserve University School of Public Health Capstone Evaluations
	Capstone Committee Member
	10
	Graduate Students
	Case Western Reserve University School of Public Health


Grant Review Activities
	Year(s)
	Name of Review Committee
	Organization

	10/2023 – 10/2023 
	2023 NIH ZMH1 ERB-E (02) BRAIN BBQS U24 Special Emphasis Panel 
	National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) BRAIN Initiative: Brain Behavior Quantification and Synchronization – Data Coordination and Artificial Intelligence Center

	03/2022 – 03/2022
	2022 NIH BRAIN Special Emphasis Panel/Scientific Review Group 2022/05 ZMH1 ERB-M (05) R
	National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS)

	03/2022 – 03/2022
	2022 NIH BRAIN U19, ZNS1 SRB-P (07) Special Emphasis Panel
	National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS)

	03/2021 – 03/2021
	2021 NIH BRAIN U19, SRB-P (03) Special Emphasis Panel
	National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS) 

	06/2020 – 06/2020
	2020 NIH Translational Neural, BRAIN, and Pain Relief Devices Review ZNS1 SRB-C 07
	National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) BRAIN Initiative

	12/2019 – 01/2020
	2019 Congressionally Directed Medical Research Programs (CDMRP) Psychological Health/Traumatic Brain Injury Research Program (PHTBIRP)
	Department of Defense


Editorial Activities
	Year(s)
	Journal Name

	Editorial Board

	2024 - Present
	Alzheimer’s & Dementia: Behavior & Socioeconomics of Aging (A&D: BSEA) – Section Editor

	Ad Hoc Reviewer

	2022 - Present
	Alzheimer's & Dementia: Translational Research & Clinical Interventions 

	2017 - 2020
	Neuromodulation: Technology at the Neural Interface

	2018 - 2018
	BMC Medical Ethics (Co-reviewed with Ford PJ)

	2017 - 2018
	IRB: Ethics and Human Research


Invited Lectures 
	Year(s)
	Title
	Location

	International

	2021
	“Navigating Bioethical Issues in PD: Addressing Barriers to Adherence, DBS & End of Life Issues.” (Oral Presentation and Panel) Parkinson Foundation 2021 Virtual Centers of Excellence Leadership Conference (CLC), Virtual, November 18, 2021. 
	Online

	2020
	“Ethical Challenges in Early Phase Brain Device Research” (Webinar). Neuroscience 2020, March 11, 2020. https://www.labroots.com/webinar/ethical-challenges-phase-brain-device-research#
	Online

	2019
	“Incapable Patients and Psychiatric Neurosurgery: What do Law and Ethics Have to Say?” (Panel Presentation) International Neuroethics Society Annual Meeting, October 18, 2019.
	Chicago, IL

	National

	2023
	“Closing the loop: Next-generation epidural stimulation and neuroethical lessons from the past.” (Panel Presentation). American Spinal Injury Association. April 17, 2023.
	Atlanta, GA

	2023
	“Navigating Moral Distress in Caring for Cognitively Vulnerable Patients,” (Oral Presentation) Ochsner Grand Rounds, Ochsner Health, March 17, 2023. 
	New Orleans, LA

	2022
	“Ethical obligations related to exit from brain device research.” (Oral research seminar). Shirley Ryan AbilityLab Research Seminar Series. November 21, 2022.
	Online

	2022
	“The Accelerated Approval of Aduhelm: Implications for Public Trust.” (Oral Presentation). Arizona Bioethics Network. January 26, 2022.
	Online

	2021
	“Perceptions of Vulnerability and Moral Distress in Neurological Care,” (Grand Rounds Presentation) Marcel Patterson Memorial Lecture in the Medical Humanities, University of Texas Medical Branch, Virtual, October 21, 2021.
	Online

	2019
	“Psychiatric Deep Brain Stimulation Research: Participant, Investigator and Ethicist Experiences.” (Panel Presentation) American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) 21th Annual Meeting, October 24, 2019.
	Pittsburgh, PA

	2019
	“Simulation of a Virtual Ethics Consult: Lessons Learned and Practice Recommendations.” (Oral Presentation) American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) 21th Annual Meeting, October 24, 2019.
	Pittsburgh, PA

	2019
	“Managing the Suicidal Patient in Your Clinic: Red Flags, Ethical Considerations, and Emotional Aftermath.” (Panel Presentation) Consortium of Multiple Sclerosis Centers Annual Meeting, May 31, 2019.
	Seattle, WA

	2018
	“‘An Undesired Differentness’: Stigma in Epilepsy.” (Panel Presentation) Psychosocial Comorbidities SIG, American Epilepsy Society 2018 Annual Meeting, November 30, 2018.
	New Orleans, LA

	2018
	“Ethical Considerations in the Surgical Removal of Investigational Brain Devices.” (Panel Presentation) American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) 20th Annual Meeting, October 20, 2018.
	Anaheim, CA

	2018
	“Embedded Ethics in the Pre-Surgical Evaluation Process: Reflections and Future Possibilities.” (Oral Presentation) American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) 20th Annual Meeting, October 19, 2018.
	Anaheim, CA

	2018
	“Post-Study Access to Investigational Brain Implants: Re-Examining the Legal, Ethical and Policy Considerations.” (Oral Presentation) 41st Annual Health Law Professors Conference, June 8, 2018.
	Cleveland, OH

	2018
	“Regulatory and Ethical Guidelines for Exit from Implanted Brain Device Trials: Gaps and Remaining Challenges.” (Research Highlight Talk) 4th Annual NIH BRAIN Initiative Investigators Meeting, April 9, 2018. 
	Bethesda, MD

	2017
	“Exit from Implanted Neurotechnology Research: Ethical and Regulatory Challenges.” (Oral Presentation) American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) 18th Annual Meeting, October 22, 2017.
	Washington, DC

	2017
	“Things Fall Apart: Re-centering Humanities and Ethics in Medical Education.” (Panel Presentation) American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) 18th Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, October 20, 2017.
	Washington, DC

	2016
	“Ethical Challenges in Managing Deep Brain Stimulation in End of Life Care for Patients with Parkinson's Disease.” (Oral Presentation) American Society for Bioethics and Humanities (ASBH) 18th Annual Meeting, October 7, 2016.
	Washington, DC

	Regional/Local

	2023
	“Shared Decision-Making across the Disease Continuum,” (Oral Presentation) 2023 Restoring Neurological Function: The Crossroads of Neurology, Psychiatry and Neurosurgery, October 27, 2023.
	Cleveland, OH

	2021
	“Ethical Challenges in Neurology,” (Oral Presentation) 22nd Annual Innovations in Neuroscience Conference, Cleveland Clinic, May 14, 2021.
	Cleveland, OH

	2019
	“Shared Decision-Making in Caring for Adolescents,” (Grand Rounds Presentation) Cleveland Clinic Pediatric Neurology Grand Rounds, 12/2019. 
	Cleveland, OH

	2017
	“Ethical Dilemmas in Pediatric Neurosurgery,” (Grand Rounds Presentation) Cleveland Clinic Pediatric Neurology Grand Rounds, 11/2017.
	Cleveland, OH


Grant Support
Active
	
	Alzheimer’s Association Research Grant (AARG-22-974462)

	
	“Optimizing Decision Support for Alzheimer's Disease Research”

	
	Principal Investigator

	
	$149,999.70, 09/2022-06/2025


Past
	
	National Institutes of Health, Office of the Director, National Center for Complementary & Integrative Health (3R01AT011905-02S1)

	
	Administrative Supplement for Research on Bioethical Issues, “Ethical considerations in animal research translation”

	
	Co-Investigator, Ethics Research Project Lead

	
	$159,987, 08/2023-08/2024


	
	Cleveland Clinic Caregiver Catalyst Grant CCG0237

	
	Building Trust in Neurological Research through Community Partnerships

	
	Principal Investigator

	
	$35,600, 07/2023-06/2024


	
	2023-2024 Interprofessional Learning Grant 

	
	Interprofessional Training to Improve End of Life Care for LGBTQ+ Patient Populations at the Cleveland Clinic

	
	Principal Investigator

	
	$10,000, 07/2023-06/2024


	
	National Institute of Mental Health (RF-1)

	
	Ethics of Choice of Invasive versus Non-invasive Neurosurgery: Different Stakeholders’ Perspectives, Surgical Decision-making, and Impact on Patient Sense of Control.

	
	Key Personnel

	
	$1,665,044, 7/20/2020-7/19/2024


	
	National Institute on Aging (3P30AG062428-02S2)

	
	Administrative Supplement, Cleveland Alz, Disease Research Center, “COVID-19 Related Barriers to Informed Consent in Aging and Cognitively Vulnerable Patients”

	
	Co-Investigator, Ethics Research Project Lead

	
	$160,000, 09/2020-06/2022


	
	National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (3UH3NS100543-03S1)

	
	Administrative Supplement for Research on Bioethical Issues, “Electrical Stimulation of the Dentate Nucleus for Upper Extremity Hemiparesis Due to Ischemic Stroke (EDEN)”

	
	Co-Investigator, Ethics Research Project Lead

	
	$160,000, 09/2020-06/2022


	
	National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (1F32MH115419)

	
	 "Ethical Safeguards for Exit and Withdrawal from Implanted Neurotechnology Research”

	
	Principal Investigator

	
	$180,000, 09/2017-01/2020


Service to the Community 
	Year(s)
	Role
	Organization or institution

	2024
	Patient Support Group Expert Presenter
	Empowering Epilepsy
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Reviews, Chapters, Monographs and Editorials
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